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LANGLEY, B.C. — Ray Pennings of Cardus says research puts to rest the popular myth that Canadian society is shifting
toward complete irreligiosity. Story page 7. (Nicholas Elbers photo)

HALIFAX — The tiny shelters that have been housing
homeless on Halifax parish properties have been refitted with
air conditioners as the program has been extended into
warmer months. Story page 2. (Photo courtesy Archdiocese of
Halifax-Yarmouth)

SAINT JOHN — John Kelly has written a book about life
lessons learned growing up in St. Peter’s Parish in the North
End of Saint John. Story page 3. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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New FreemanThe
Halifax extends shelter initiative
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

HALIFAX — With an ever-growing hous-
ing crisis in Nova Scotia, the Archdiocese of
Halifax-Yarmouth has extended its emergency
shelter initiative.

Previously slated to end May 31, the three-
month extension will take the program into
the fall at which point it will be reassessed
moving towards winter.

The archdiocese has been providing safe
temporary emergency shelters to support the
street entrenched population in need of hous-
ing in the region since late 2021. There are
currently 20 single occupancy shelters on 14
sites on parish properties.

Housing shortages have been a major chal-
lenge for Nova Scotians, especially in Hali-
fax. The province estimates the housing defi-
cit in the Halifax region to be at least 17,000
units and growing. The archdiocese is currently
working to get people on the list for coordinated
access to housing and will decide later this year
whether to increase the number of shelters or
get new occupants. The program is supporting
a wide spectrum of people living without hous-
ing for various reasons.

“Some are homeless because of mental ill-
ness and the inability to kind of interact regu-
larly and some are homeless because there’s
(no housing) available,” said John Stevens,
manager of pastoral life and new evangeliza-
tion. “We have people in our shelters who
have jobs — maybe they work at Walmart or
in a warehouse but can’t find an affordable
apartment on the salaries that they’re mak-
ing. We have a surprising number of seniors
who are on fixed incomes and there’s no
housing that they can afford either. We’ve
got a number of people on lists for seniors’
apartments. So we really start to see a vari-
ety of reasons and each and every person
needs a plan, care and attention based on who
they are and their circumstances.”

While the program was a success for the win-
ter, the archdiocese hasn’t been able to meet its
secondary goal to secure affordable apartments
for the occupants, said Mr. Stevens.

Mr. Stevens says running the shelters pro-
gram has not only breathed new life into the
archdiocese but has reinforced the need to keep
combating homelessness as a top priority.

“I think it’s fine to think about homeless-
ness as an issue but the more you start to get
to know people by their names and by their
situations it becomes even more real,” said
Mr. Stevens. “It inspires us to see Christ in

them and continue to serve him as best we
can. We are looking at new ways to do that
not only by extending the shelters program,
but looking at other areas and aspects of home-
lessness that we can get involved in.”

In early 2021 Archbishop Brian Dunn identi-
fied homelessness as one of the archdiocese’s
pastoral priorities. Exasperated by the COVID-
19 pandemic, the need to support the most vul-
nerable without a place to live has only grown.
In addition to providing shelters, the archdio-
cese has been looking at other ways of combat-
ing the issue financially, through supporting af-
fordable housing and through advocacy.

The shelters were designed to provide
warmth from the frigid winter temperatures,
so organizers have had to do upgrades in-
cluding the installation of air-conditioning to
extend the shelters use into the summer
months. The initial donations have funded the
upgrades, said Mr. Stevens.

At the parishes, the people have gone above
and beyond in terms of supporting the indi-
viduals living in the units.

“At different parishes people support in dif-
ferent ways,” said Mr. Stevens. “There’s been
meals, grocery gift cards and different things
like that. Just recently the Halifax Regional Mu-
nicipality transit authority donated bus passes for
individuals. We’re supporting them through do-
nations, through the volunteer hours of our pa-
rishioners, and whatever else we can do.”

As the project has evolved the need for a
dedicated staff person has grown. The arch-
diocese is hiring an emergency shelters
project coordinator to provide supports and
services to the volunteer parish coordinators
and shelter occupants, as well as to promote
and assist in guest transition from the shel-
ters into more permanent housing.

Last year a diocesan team was put in place
to assist with co-ordination, communication
and steps for installation of shelters. Liability
issues have been covered by the archdiocese’s
insurance policy and a code of conduct is in
place. Mr. Stevens says there have been some
issues with the occupants which were quickly
resolved. Since shelters are built on parish
private property, permission to meet existing
bylaws and zoning regulations is not required.

Shelters have been professionally designed
in accordance with safety and municipal stand-
ards. Each unit has an 8’ x 8’ footprint with steel
siding and is outfitted with a built-in bed, a heater,
a single light fixture, a smoke detector and USB
charge ports. The cost to build each was roughly
$11,500 not including the design, building and
delivery of the shelters. §
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Submitted by Father ANTONIO REYES

MIRAMICHI — The Couples for Christ
(CFC) program has begun on the Miramichi, at
St. Michael the Archangel Parish, under the lead-
ership of Father Antoinio Reyes, and with the
encouragement of Bishop Christian Riesbeck,
CC of the Diocese of Saint John.

The work of the group is towards the re-

MIRAMICHI —Couples for Christ has stareted a program in the Miramichi Region of the Diocese of Saint John. Front row (l to r)
Sally Doromal, Jackie Placido, Madge Lagman, Junesa Garcia with daughter Zoe, Ally Roy and Jaileen Rillon. Back row (l
to r) Rosco Doromal, Dodee Placido, Jay Lagman, Father Antonio Reyes, Roy Paul, Coleen Handrahan Kenny, Gerard Garcia
and Kenny Rillon.

Couples for Christ starts in Miramichi Region
newal of families who will serve God, and
build generations of Christian leaders. The
members strive to build up the domestic
Church by strengthening relationships and em-
powering every member of the family.

This international Catholic Lay Ecclesial
Movement exists in the different parts of
Canada, and from May 24 to 26, the local
chapter was visited by Rosco Doromal and

Sally Doromal, the regional leaders for Atlan-
tic Canada.

They presented a formation program, the
Christian Life Program (CLP), as an entry point
into joining the Couples for Christ community,
intended to lead them into a renewed understand-
ing of God’s call to them as Christian couples.

CFC is also active in other regions of the dio-
cese.§

Book pays tribute to Saint John parish and life lessons learned
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — Saint John native John
Kelly knows a thing or two about parish life,
and the lessons that can be gained from it.
After building a successful career as a law
professor and writer in Toronto with his wife
Susan, he now finds himself back home in
New Brunswick. Mr. Kelly hasn’t always had
it easy. But after a few rough experiences early
on he eventually found his passion. And he
attributes this in part to the life lessons he
learned growing up in St. Peter’s Parish in
the North End of Saint John.

“I was brought up on Douglas Avenue,” Mr.
Kelly said. “I was a St. Peter’s boy from the
time I was born until the time I left Saint John”.

Mr. Kelly was born, raised, studied, prac-
tised law, and married in Saint John. But like
many people he came upon hard times that would
shake up his life and challenge his faith. For a
number of reasons his marriage broke down, he
became bankrupt, and ultimately ended up leav-
ing Saint John. He eventually settled in Toronto,
where he discovered his true passion as a law

professor and a writer.
He began documenting his early life as a

way of remaining connected to his young
daughter back home. “I had my marriage
annulled, but I had a former wife and a daugh-
ter here [in Saint John],” Mr. Kelly shared.
“So, I began to write notes about what it was
like when I was growing up.”

Mr. Kelly explained, “When I realized St.
Peter’s was closing [during the parish amal-
gamation process of 2018] I thought, St.
Peter’s was a very positive, powerful pres-
ence in Saint John. We’re talking several thou-
sand people during my time there; it was a
huge parish, and it did a lot of very special
things for people like me. So, I said, what
I’m going to do now is write a book.” And
Meaningful Memories: A Memoir on Rekin-
dling Past Learning Experiences to Live Life
to the Fullest was born.

Calling himself more of a raconteur than a
historian, Mr. Kelly passionately and humor-
ously weaves childhood memories with his
current life, drawing from the former rich
lessons, and how these moments of parish
life in small-town Saint John, New Bruns-

wick became the foundation upon which he
found his true passion as a law professor and
writer in Toronto.

Each chapter begins with a keynote, in
which Mr. Kelly sets the stage and recalls a
meaningful memory from his childhood at St.
Peter’s Church. This is followed by a rekin-
dling, in which he demonstrates how the les-
sons he learned, in that particular phase of
life, served him well in later years.

“The book does two things,” he contin-
ued. “First, it recounts what a wonderful life
growing up in a strong, active parish was. It
shows how growing up I learned all these
lessons, and that’s the recollection. So, in other
words, what did I learn by being an altar boy?
What did I learn by going to a Catholic school?
Then every chapter has a second part, and it
talks about how I benefited from that learning
experience — which I call my FAILS, or first
attempts at learning — these were the things
that taught me how to experience first attempts
at learning, and the lessons I learned from them.”

Mr. Kelly said these initial fails are what
primed him in his search for true happiness

(continued on page 4)
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Spirits and gifts — the way forward
Two years is a long time to be separated from family, friends and

community. COVID-19 has been a lengthy experience of such sepa-
ration. With vaccinations, masking and the sense that the virus is more
controllable and less threatening, we are beginning to come together once
more. But it is not easy. There remains some fear of the virus and two
years of being apart leaves us with a gap in our relationships.

The disciples whom Jesus had called to follow him did so over a
considerable time. Over the course of being with him, they had drawn
close to Jesus. In fact, John’s Gospel remarks on this close bond that
has been created between Jesus and his disciples: I do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father (Jn.15:15).

The bond between Jesus and his disciples is tested as the disciples
are struggling with the crucifixion and their loss of the master who
had led them, instructed them and served as their mentor and exam-
ple. But the disciples came to see that Jesus the Christ continued to be
among them. The Gospels offer us several accounts of the disciples
witnessing his resurrected presence with them.

These accounts of the disciples’ encounters with the risen Jesus
often characterize his presence as bringing peace to the disciples who
are filled with dismay and fear from their experience of the crucifix-
ion. We see this near the end of John’s Gospel. The risen one appears
among them and declares: Peace be with you (Jn.20:19-23). More
than this, Jesus commissions them as his friends and closest collabo-
rators to carry on the mission that he has had — to reconcile and heal
the brokenness of the world. His mission becomes their mission. His
Spirit is their spirit. By building and sharing the peace that they have
received and by loving as he has loved, they will bring the reign of
God to their world.

This Spirit, that was to remain with the disciples is the one that Paul

refers to in his letter to the Christians
in Corinth (1Cor.12:3-7). Now there
are a variety of gifts, but the same
Spirit. Filled with this Spirit, they went
forth and began to change the world
with the message and the mission that they had received.

The Spirit poured out upon the disciples on that first Pentecost
gave them new gifts which brought new life, new heart to the variety
of their own personal talents and abilities. They became a community
of disciples, filled with energy and drive for the message and the
mission. The outpouring of the Spirit builds the disciples into a com-
munity of believers and missionaries of the message of Jesus. They
become Church, focused on hearing the message anew and taking it
out to the ends of the earth.

We are Church. We are a Spirit-filled community of disciples of
Jesus the Christ. On the Feast of Pentecost, we celebrate the Spirit
that we have been given. With this Spirit the variety of gifts that we
possess can bring new heart to a world seeking hope and new vision.
This is the vision of God’s dream for all creation — of peace, of
hope, of healing, of unity.

What are gifts and abilities that I hold? With the Spirit can I share them?

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

(continued from page 3)
and meaning as an adult. “When it came time for me to ignite my real
passion in life — which wasn’t practising law, it was being a law
professor and a writer — it became clear to me how all of these
things that I learned were so valuable.”

In one chapter, he tells a story about being in Grade 1 at the former
St. Peter’s School, “and the guardian angel I had for a teacher,” he
said. “The second part of that chapter talks about how I learned to
teach in a certain way, that was very valuable, through her example.”

“In those days kids came to school in grade one — the English kids
sat in the front and French sat in the back,” Mr. Kelly said. “Our
teacher was the first teacher that ever mixed the class up. When I
started teaching in Toronto, which is very multi-cultural, I started
doing the same thing. That’s an example of what I learned by grow-
ing up in parish life. The rekindling of these earlier experiences helped
me to succeed as a teacher.”

His book is divided into four parts: Parish Life, Active Community
Living, Careerism, and Moving On.” Each chapter contains refer-
ences to life growing up in the 50s and 60s in Saint John that will be
familiar and charming to Saint John-ers and non-residents alike.

His natural gift for storytelling, his passion and his humour, make
this a relatable read that simultaneously teaches and inspires, and is a
true tribute to the Redemptorist priests and the legacy they have left
the Diocese of Saint John.

Mr. Kelly believes that by revisiting these early learning experiences

a person can discover his or her passion. Once a person ignites his or
her passion, and learns to live from this, they will really succeed in
life. “Through my fails I learned to appreciate that for me to be happy
in life was not to be making seven and eight figures a year, but to
enable to me to have a career in a way that allowed me to have a
leisure life, and to have leisure time in life, and to be able to read.”

“The book is intended to tell people some recollections that they’ll
enjoy reading,” Mr. Kelly said.

“It’s intended to get people to look back and think about their own
recollections, to open their minds — and to do it in a way of telling an
interesting story as opposed to giving a lecture. Let’s talk about real
life, and how you are experiencing very real things in life that are very
valuable, and if that’s the life that you should be leading. In other
words what ignites your passion, then that’s how you’re going to live
life to the fullest. That’s what the book is about.”

John Kelly’s book, Meaningful Memories: A Memoir on Rekin-
dling Past Learning Experiences to Live Life to the Fullest, can be
purchased directly from the publisher via his website,
www.johngkelly.ca/aboutthebook.html. It is also available on Ama-
zon, Indigo, and a number of other book retailers. Mr. Kelly will be
signing copies of his book at Indigo in the East Point Shopping Centre
in Saint John New Brunswick on Saturday, June 18, 2022.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Book pays tribute to Saint John parish and life lessons learned
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

God’s sense of humour
If we genuinely trust scripture, our own experience, and our own

sanity, we can only conclude that God has a sense of humour, and a
robust and sneaky one at that.  Where’s the evidence?

A generation ago, Peter Berger wrote a remarkable little book enti-
tled, A Rumor of Angels. Unlike Aquinas, Anselm, Descartes, and a
number of renowned philosophers, he didn’t try to “prove” the exist-
ence of God through logic and argumentation. Rather, he simply ex-
amined a number of very ordinary human experiences and pointed to
what’s hidden inside and behind the walls of those experiences. For
instance, when a mother soothes and calms a frightened child at night,
assuring the child that there is nothing to fear, she does this in good
faith only because at some deep level she intuits that ultimately every-
thing is all right. In effect, unconsciously, she is praying a Creed.

Now, one of the experiences Berger highlights is the experience of
humour. Here’s his thesis: no matter how oppressive and dire the
circumstance, human beings always have the capacity to make light
of it, to view it through the prism of irony and humour. For example,
martyrs have joked with their executioners and, no doubt, there was
some banter, sarcasm, irony, and bitter humour at times inside exter-
mination camps. The fact that people can do this, and do in fact do it,
shows that there is always something transcendent inside us, some-
thing over which no human oppression has power, something that
sets us above any situation within which we find ourselves. Our sense
of irony and humour manifests that something in our soul sets us
above anything that can beset us.

And, this can have its source in only one place, inside of the Crea-
tor who made us. Thus, not only must God have a sense of humour,
humour must be something inherent within the nature of God, since
humour is good and God is the author of all that is good.

There’s a school of classical philosophy that believes God has four
transcendental properties. God, it teaches, is One, True, Good, and
Beautiful — to this we can add, Humorous. Moreover, this can be
inferred from more than just the fact that sometimes we sense that
humour manifests our transcendence within a given situation. More

importantly, we can infer that humour has
some godliness from examining the com-
ponent parts of love. God is love, and
humour is undeniably an important part
of love.

When the classical Greek philosophers
defined love, they highlighted a number of components within it,
namely, erotic attraction, obsession, friendship, pragmatic arrange-
ment, and altruism. However, they also highlighted another compo-
nent, playfulness/banter/humour.  How insightful. Humour along with
healthy banter and playful teasing are part of the grease that enables
us to sustain relationships long term, despite the inevitable over-fa-
miliarity, hurt, disappointment, and boredom that beset even the most
loving relationships. Humour helps make it all work. Thus, since it is
an innate part of love, it is an innate part of God.

Sadly, we don’t often picture God that way. Christianity, Judaism,
and Islam have this in common. We all picture God as male, celibate,
solemn — and humourless. How might we picture God differently?

If you were to draw up a composite face representing God, whose
face would you include in this picture? The pious face of the gentle,
blond-haired Jesus with a lamb on his shoulder we see in our holy
pictures? Images of a serenely composed and quiet Mary that we see
depicted in our statues of her? The face of Mother Teresa? The face
of Therese of Lisieux? The face of Dorothy Day? Of Martin Luther
King? Of Oscar Romero? Of Billy Graham? Of Henri Nouwen? Of
Rachel Held Evans? The face of your mother or father? Would you
also include the face of your favourite comedian or favourite wit?
Jerry Seinfeld? Bette Midler? Rowan Atkinson? The mischievous face
of your colourful uncle telling a joke?

Any picture of God’s face needs to manifest an inner soul that is
One, True, Good, Beautiful, but also Humorous and Mischievous.
Funny, while I believe that God is the author of humour, I’ve never
been enamoured by the various artistic depictions of Jesus as laugh-
ing uproariously. Good idea, good intention, good theology, but to my
taste, lacking the right nuance. That kind of laughing face has an
ephemeral quality that too easily gives way to something else after it’s
had its moment. God’s face, I suspect, has a quieter, sneakier, more
permanent mischievousness to it.

If this is true, if God not only has a sense of humour but is also the
author of humour itself, then humour is an important quality within sanc-
tity and holiness. What makes for wholeness, maturity, holiness, love, and
for the kind of person you want beside you at the table, here and at the
eternal one in heaven? Certainly, you want someone who manifests the
qualities that Jesus asked for in the Sermon on the Mount — along with a
warm, playful, and mischievous sense of humour.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ROTHESAY — On Saturday, May 28 the Provincial Council of the
Catholic Women´s League (CWL) held its annual meeting  at Villa
Madonna Retreat House in Rothesay. The meeting took place from
May 27 to May 29.

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC, of the Diocese of Saint John, was
invited to join members as a guest speaker.

Greeting the large group of women from around the province, Bishop
Riesbeck was invited to speak on the National Theme, Catholic and
Living It! He was asked to share his journey to get to where he is, and
his steppingstones along the way, before opening up to questions
from the members.

Bishop Riesbeck began by sharing that as a young man he was
going through the motions of being Catholic.

“God was real, but he was distant,” he said. “I had my own plans.”
He said it was when he went on a retreat in Grade 12 that his true

encounter with God took place. It was in fact his sister who had
signed up for the retreat and found herself unable to attend at the last
minute. The retreat organizers called and asked him to take her place.
“I was shy,” Bishop Riesbeck said. “So, I had to step out of my
cocoon.”

During this retreat, Bishop Riesbeck said he noticed that the people
were so full of joy. “They talked about Jesus as if he were their best
friend, and spoke of a personal relationship with Jesus.” The bishop
said that he soon found himself wanting that same joy.

It was during this retreat that he had the opportunity to go to Con-
fession, which he said was, “one of most powerful experiences of
my life. I had a real sense of the Father’s love in a way I never had
before, that he loves me, and that he’s crazy about me.”

After this retreat, the bishop said he found himself wanting to praise
God — even standing at the bus stop.  He also had a strong desire to
read the Bible, and found that the words were coming alive and jump-
ing off the page. This ignited a real desire within him to be a mission-
ary disciple. “When you experience the joy of knowing the Lord, you
can’t help but want to share it with others,” he said.

Over the next few years, the Lord would gradually reveal a call to
priesthood in his heart. At first reluctant, Bishop Riesbeck said he contin-

Bishop shares his Catholic journey with CWL
ued to deepen his relationship with the Lord while studying International
Law, until the call to priesthood became too strong to ignore.

Bishop Riesbeck said that he had prepared to write his LSATs (Law
School Admission Test) and cancelled three times, because he did not
feel at peace.

Finally, in prayer one evening, he opened his Bible to the scripture,
“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few,” (Luke 10:2a). He
said it “hit me right between the eyes.” At that moment he surren-
dered his life to the Lord and felt tremendous peace and joy.

“I can honestly say that I’m still on my honeymoon of priesthood and
Episcopal ministry,” he said. “And even though the challenges are great,
it’s his Church, the Lord is in control. And we’re just here to serve.”

Bishop Riesbeck affirmed the women of the CWL for their dedica-
tion to the mission of the Church.

“I’m very edified by your service to the Church and to the wider
community,” he said. “I thank you for your service and also for join-
ing the mission of evangelization because that’s what we’re called to
do as a Church. The Church exists to evangelize and to share the
good news of Jesus Christ, focusing on his death and resurrection.
There’s no greater gift that we can give to others than Jesus himself.
It transforms our lives just from knowing the joy of being close to
him and discipling people.”

Bishop Riesbeck concluded by saying he relies on the lay faithful to
continue the mission of the Church.

“It can’t just be the priest doing everything, we can’t do it on our
own. We need your help,” he said. “It’s that strong collaboration with
the lay faithful that is key, because you’re the ones that can make it
into the peripheries, into your families, into your places of work, into
the schools, and so forth. Pope Francis is always talking about how
we can’t just be a self-referential Church — we need to be out there,
in the peripheries.”

Following the bishop’s talk, June Brown, CWL provincial president
presented Bishop Riesbeck with a copy of the CWL’s annual report,
as well as a collection taken up among the members to support the
Cathedral Restoration. A collection for the Cathedral Restoration will
be taken up in the parishes throughout the Diocese of Saint John on
June 19, the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (Patricia Lee photo)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.June 10, 2022 Page 7

Religion in Canada isn’t declining quite the way it’s believed
to be, Cardus, Angus Reid research finds
By NICHOLAS ELBERS
The B.C. Catholic

LANGLEY, B.C. — A five-year study by a non-partisan think tank
is complicating the narrative of Canadian religious decline while high-
lighting the shifting and sometimes complicated nature of Canadian
religious identity.

The religiosity of Canadians aged 18 to 35 was one of the surprises
identified at a recent presentation of a major Cardus study of Cana-
dian religious identity.

Ray Pennings, executive vice-president of the Canadian think tank
Cardus, presented research findings to a gathering at Trinity Western
University, Langley on Thursday, May 18. About 20 faith leaders and
members of local Catholic, Protestant, and Latter-Day Saints com-
munities attended.

The event was one in a national series entitled Why the Faith? At
the meetings, Cardus and its research partner the Angus Reid In-
stitute have begun to release the results of their five-year project
to local faith communities, which are then invited to offer their
own insights and anecdotal responses to the research.

A panel discussion at the event included Father Deacon Andrew
Bennett, director of Cardus Religious Freedom and Faith Commu-
nity Engagement; David Hunt, B.C. director and education direc-
tor at Cardus, and J.M. Boyd, president of Glass Canvas.

Mr. Pennings told meeting participants that the research grew
out of dissatisfaction at Cardus and Angus Reid with the prevail-
ing narrative of declining religiosity in Western countries, and in
Canada specifically. Mr. Pennings believes the findings will com-
plicate this narrative while providing insight into the shifting na-
ture of Canadian religious identity.

Though he stressed that much of the interpretive work still needs
to be done, he said two major trends are undeniable.

First, the data clearly show that people in Canada are still mostly
religious.

According to the study, at least 80 per cent of Canadians who
identify with a religious faith can be classified as at least minimally
religious, ranging from “spiritually uncertain” to “very religious.”
This, he said, puts to rest the popular myth that Canadian society
is shifting toward complete ir-religiosity.

Still, there were some trends he described as worrying. Even
though the religious and non-religious categories are relatively stable
across all major religions, Cardus’ data shows a clear trend of
people moving from “privately faithful” to “spiritually uncertain.”

The second major trend in
the data, according to Pennings,
is that demographically Canada is
no longer a primarily Christian
country and that immigration has
become the most important fac-
tor in the changing demographics
of religion in Canada.

For their part, immigrants
to Canada are on average con-
siderably more religious than
persons born in Canada and are
making up an increasing share
of the Canadian population.

Partly because of immigration from predominantly Catholic coun-
tries such as the Philippines, Catholics still make up 55 per cent of
the religiously affiliated in Canada. Of people raised Catholic, 77
per cent stay in the Church and continue to identify as Catholic
later in life.

Among Catholics who leave the Church, 52 per cent say they
left for personal reasons, and 27 per cent say they “simply drifted
away.”

Across the board, Christians who participate fully in their tradi-
tion are the most likely to remain in the faith they were raised in.

Mr. Pennings spent considerable time discussing the 18–35 age
group because of its distinctive characteristics in Canadian soci-
ety.

Members of this demographic are more likely than those in any
other age group to answer seven religiosity questions entirely yes
or entirely no. Relatively few 18–35s were classified as “privately
faithful” or “spiritually uncertain.”

Regardless of their religiosity, 18–35s are also the most likely
demographic, albeit at only 40 per cent, to believe people should
live their religion publicly.

Mr. Pennings believes these trends are generally due to 18–35s
placing a higher premium than their older counterparts on “au-
thenticity,” holding the conviction that people should live out their
identities authentically.

As a whole, the study found Canadians are uncomfortable with
public displays of religion. Older Generation X (post-baby boomer)
Canadians are the least likely to support public displays of religion.

A comprehensive report on Cardus’ findings is to be published this
fall. §

How do you measure religious conviction?
  Contrary to popular belief, most Canadians profess at least some

cultural-religious identity, says Ray Pennings. “No one really checks
‘other,’ he said, referring to the survey option available for the
religiously unaffiliated.
  As a result, Cardus and Angus Reid Institute encountered some

major hurdles when trying to assess whether Canadians are reli-
gious.
  To differentiate between levels of religious conviction, a set of

seven questions was posed, each one relating to a key aspect of an
individual’s religious experience or conviction.
Do you believe in God?
Do you believe in an afterlife?
Have you had a religious experience in the last month?
Is it important to teach children about your religious tradition?
Do you pray at least once a month?
Do you read a sacred text at least once a month?
Do you attend religious service at least once a month?
  More specific versions of these questions were asked depend-

ing on the declared religious affiliation of the person being sur-
veyed. For example, Catholics would be asked if they went to
mass. For Muslims, whether they read the Quran.
  Those who answered yes to all seven questions were classified

as “very religious.” Others were described as “privately faithful,”
“spiritually uncertain,” or “non-religious,” depending on how many
questions they answered with a yes.§
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Assisted suicide a ‘cancer’ that’s destroying authentic palliative care: expert
By TERRY O'NEILL
The B.C. Catholic

Evidence is mounting that assisted suicide’s
introduction into the Canadian medical sys-
tem is not only undermining governments’ oft-
stated plans to improve palliative care but is
actively damaging the country’s already in-
adequate palliative-care system. Worse yet,
patients are choosing to die rather than to
continue to live without adequate palliative
care.

Palliative-care expert Dr. Neil Hilliard of
Abbotsford said in an interview that health
facilities’ introduction of assisted suicide into
palliative-care wards and hospices, following
legalization of Medical Assistance in Dying
(MAiD) in June 2016, has led to a reduction
in true palliative-care services.

“It’s like a cancer growing within the pal-
liative care programs,” said Dr. Hilliard who,
in 2017, resigned as medical director of the
Fraser Health Authority’s palliative-care pro-
gram because of his opposition to the authori-
ty’s insistence that he support the perform-
ing of assisted suicide in hospices.

“[MAiD] is starting to take over to a cer-
tain degree. But still only five per cent of peo-
ple are choosing MAiD. Ninety-five percent
would prefer to live well until they die natu-
rally.”

The Catholic Church has long supported
palliative care for patients living with a life-
threatening illness and has branded euthana-
sia or medically assisted suicide as an “intrin-
sically evil” act.

Dr. Hilliard’s comments support recent tes-
timony, from two of Canada’s leading pallia-
tive-care physicians, to a Special Joint Com-
mittee of Parliament that is reviewing the coun-
try’s assisted suicide legislation.

Dr. Leonie Herx, head of Palliative Medi-
cine at Queen’s University and immediate past
president of the Canadian Society of Pallia-
tive Care Physicians, testified April 25 that
only 30-50 percent of Canadian who need
palliative care have access to it, and only a
“very few,” or about 15 per cent, have ac-
cess to specialist palliative care.

“When patients’ palliative care needs are not
met, the ensuing physical, emotional and spir-
itual suffering can lead to them feeling de-
pressed, hopeless, and a burden to others—
many of the factors driving requests for
MAiD,” Dr. Herx said. “Earlier palliative care
can alleviate suffering before it becomes irre-
mediable.”

She pointed out that in its landmark 2015

Carter v. Canada decision, which legalized
assisted suicide, the Supreme Court of Canada
discussed what possible impacts implement-
ing a law for assisted death prior to securing
universal access to palliative care might have
on the development of a strong palliative care
system.

“With almost six years of lived experience
now, we have seen significant deleterious ef-
fects of the impact of MAiD implementation
on palliative care, including diminished re-
sources and increasing distress experienced
by palliative care clinicians,” Dr. Herx said.

She said some health authorities’ incorpo-
ration of euthanasia into palliative care has led
to palliative nurses leaving their jobs because
they felt unable to provide palliative care. And
in Ontario, for example, some hospice pallia-
tive care nurse practitioners are using their
full-time paid palliative care roles to provide
assisted suicide.

Moreover, there is “increasing moral dis-
tress in palliative care clinicians from forced
participation in MAiD due to some health
authorities mandating that MAiD be pro-
vided in hospices and palliative care units
or lose funding,” she said. “This is result-
ing in retention difficulties and early retire-
ments from palliative care which is accen-
tuating and accelerating the already critical
shortage of specialist and generalist pallia-
tive care physicians.”

As well, “palliative care clinicians are hav-
ing to spend a significant amount of time
on administrative issues related to MAiD
which takes away from being able to pro-
vide palliative care,” Dr. Herx said, adding
that there is “decreased access to special-
ized palliative care beds when health au-
thorities require hospices and palliative care
units to admit patients for the sole purposes
of administering MAiD.”

Another consequence of adding assisted
suicide to palliative care is that some patients
are unwilling to access palliative care serv-
ices because they associate it with assisted
suicide and are afraid palliative care will has-
ten their death or euthanasia will be provided
without their consent.

“Currently Canadians have a right to medi-
cal assistance in dying but not to medical as-
sistance in living,” Dr. Herx said. “Having ac-
cessible, high quality palliative care needs to
be a universal health care right in Canada.”

Dr. Ebru Kaya, president of the Canadian
Society of Palliative Care Physicians, told the
Parliamentary committee on April 28 that as-
sisted suicide needs to be “distinct and sepa-

rate” from palliative care to ensure that the
latter does not suffer.

“By separating them, palliative care can con-
tinue to be the safeguard, as intended,” Dr.
Kaya said. “MAiD assessors and providers
are in a conflict of interest if providing pallia-
tive care at the same time. This does not pre-
vent palliative care physicians from practis-
ing MAiD – however they should not be pro-
viding palliative alongside MAiD for the same
patient.”

She continued: “We urgently need invest-
ment in palliative care programs that are ad-
ministered and funded separately from MAiD,
so that we are not competing for the same
resources. Many programs have had to di-
vert their already scarce resources to sup-
port MAiD services. This has made it even
more challenging to provide palliative care
when there are dire shortages in palliative
care experts from coast to coast and as a
result, patients are even less likely to ac-
cess palliative care.”

The House of Commons recently ex-
tended the mandate of the MAiD commit-
tee until October 17. Persons wishing to
make a presentation can contact the com-
mittee clerk by emailing AMAD
@parl.gc.ca.

Recent news reports about inadequate so-
cial and health-care support leading patients
to choose assisted suicide has led some in-
dividuals and groups, that are neutral or even
in favour of MAiD, to call for greater fo-
cus on palliative care.

The Hills Times reported May 5 that Sena-
tor Chantal Petitclerc of Quebec, who spon-
sored the 2021 bill that expanded access to
MAiD, said she was “very troubled” by
news that patients were resorting to MAiD
as an alternative to poor support.

“Medical assistance in dying is not and
should never be something that an individual
will have access to because we don’t do
enough as a country, as a province, to pro-
vide the care, the services, the tools that a
person needs,” Ms. Petitclerc said.

Former Ontario Lieutenant-Governor
David Onley was quoted as saying he sup-
ports MAiD administered for medical rea-
sons, but opposes “political assistance in
dying, where the various politicians and
various other people in the structure of
government simply fail to do their jobs.”

The B.C. Catholic reached out to several
palliative-care groups for their views on the
crisis, and all said that governments were

(continued on page 9)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.June 10, 2022 Page 9

(continued from page 8)
failing to support palliative care.

“The unfortunate truth is that equitable,
accessible, quality hospice palliative care is not yet a reality for all
in Canada,” said Katrielle Ethier, spokesperson for the Canadian
Hospice Palliative Care Association. “The reasons for that fact are
varied from province to province and pre-date the introduction of
Medical Assistance in Dying in Canada.”

Ethier noted Health Canada published plans in 2018 and 2019 to
improve palliative care but their goals remain unfulfilled. “We con-
tinue to advocate for all the recommendations and goals in these
documents to be fully implemented to help address the issues sur-
rounding access to quality hospice palliative care.”

In B.C., Pablita Thomas, executive director of the B.C. Hospice
Palliative Care Association (BCHPCA), said some progress has
been made in enacting improvements suggested in a provincial
palliative-care action plan adopted in 2013. Nevertheless, access
to palliative care remains limited, “which may influence those that
have not accessed it to choose MAiD prematurely.”

Ms. Thomas said she is also greatly troubled by “the lack of
validation and support” that the association receives from Victo-
ria. Without extra funding, the association may be forced to cease
operations.

“As the only collective voice of hospice palliative care in the
province, if the BCHPCA closes its doors due to lack of funding,
how will the government continue to move forward with the Ac-
tion Plan, support and serve the community, further strengthen
hospice society providers and those that need end of life support
navigation with an already overburdened and exhausted health care
system?” she said.

“The association has been playing a lead role in supporting the
community for over 36 years with the priorities and activities men-
tioned above at the fraction of the cost that any fully funded ministry
program could ever do. So why not fund us, at even 30% of our
operational budget?”

Officials at the Ministry of
Health have repeatedly failed
to respond to questions, from
The B.C. Catholic, about the
government’s commitment to
palliative care.

Alex Schadenberg, executive
director of the Euthanasia Preven-
tion Coalition, said governments
should stop giving lip service to
improving palliative care and
should devote more resources to
improving it, especially now that
MAiD is available.

“In my opinion, palliative care
has been completely under-
mined” by MAiD, he said. “I
haven’t seen anything to im-
prove palliative care. Even if we
had just left palliative care alone,
where it could be a safe space,
that would have made a big dif-
ference.”§

Destroying authentic palliative care
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Pope says he's still considering possible trip to Ukraine
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Sitting in a wheelchair in the courtyard of the
Apostolic Palace, Pope Francis allowed himself to be grilled by a
group of youngsters, including one who asked when he would go to
Ukraine "to save all the children who are suffering there."

"I want to go to Ukraine, but I must wait for the moment, you
know," Pope Francis responded to Sachar, a boy from Ukraine now
living in Rome.

"I have to look for the right time to do it," the pope said June 4,
explaining that he would not want to do something "that could do
more harm to the whole world than good."

The pope added that within the next week, he would be meeting
with representatives of the Ukrainian government "who are coming
to talk about a possible visit of mine there. Let's see what happens."

Pope Francis had told reporters April 2 he was considering a possi-
ble visit to the Ukrainian capital. But in late April, he started talking
more negatively about the idea. He told the Argentine newspaper La
Nación April 21 that "I cannot do anything that puts higher objectives
at risk, which are the end of the war, a truce or, at least, a humanitar-

ian corridor."
"What good would it do for the pope to go to Kyiv if the war were

to continue the next day?" he said.
Sachar and other Ukrainian youngsters whose families are assisted

by the Ukrainian Basilica of Santa Sofia in Rome joined children as-
sisted by a Rome institute helping the visually impaired for the meet-
ing with Pope Francis as part of the ongoing "Children's Train" project
of the Pontifical Council for Culture.

Nicole asked the pope what kind of responsibility he feels "being
pope or at least the most important person in the world."

Pope Francis let her assumption slide, but said everyone has re-
sponsibilities, some of which change over time. Youngsters have a
responsibility to study and to contribute to their families.

As for being pope, he said, "it's true that it is a bit heavy some-
times, because it's scary. But I try to experience it in the most
natural way, because if the Lord asked this of me, it is because he
will give me the strength not to make a mistake, to be careful not
to make mistakes."

Caterina asked if it is tiring being the pope, to which he re-
sponded, sometimes, "but if you ask me if it's more tiring than the
work of a dad or mom? No. No."§

Shame on those who take advantage of the elderly, ill, pope says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Old age, frailty and vulnerabilities should not
be hidden, Pope Francis said.

"We are all tempted to hide our vulnerability, to hide our illness, our
age and our seniority, because we fear that they are the precursor to
our loss of dignity," the pope said June 1 at his weekly general audi-
ence in St. Peter's Square.

"Do not hide old age, do not hide the fragility of old age," he said,
because society needs to be taught and reformed to respect all sea-
sons of life.

Continuing his series of talks about old age, the pope looked at
Psalm 71, in which the author, an elderly man, laments his many
afflictions and misfortunes, and pleads to the Lord for help, express-
ing, in the end, hope and praise.

The psalmist shows how the process of becoming more weak,
fragile and vulnerable with advancing age "becomes an opportunity
for abandonment, deception and for prevarication and arrogance, which
at times prey upon the elderly," the pope said.

Even today, "in this throwaway society, this throwaway culture,
elderly people are cast aside and suffer these things," he said. It is "a
form of cowardice in which we specialize in this society of ours"
where there are many people "who take advantage of the elderly, to
cheat them and to intimidate them in myriad ways."

"Shame should fall on those who take advantage of the weakness
of illness and old age," he said.

"Such cruelty also occurs within families," he said, asking people
reflect on how they relate to their older relatives: "Do I remember
them, do I go to visit them? Do I try to make sure they lack nothing?
Do I respect them?" and talk with them to "obtain wisdom?"

"Remember that you, too, will become elderly. Old age comes for
everyone. And treat the elderly today as you would wish to be treated
in your old age," the pope said.

Everyone in society "must hasten to take care of the elderly — they
are its treasure," he said.

"How is it that modern civilization, so advanced and efficient, is so
uncomfortable with sickness and old age? How is it that it hides illness, it
hides old age? And how is it that politics, which is so committed to defin-
ing the limits of a dignified survival, is at the same time insensitive to the
dignity of a loving coexistence with the old and the sick?" he said.

The elderly author of the psalm first sees his old age as a defeat,
then he "rediscovers trust in the Lord. He feels the need to be helped.
And he turns to God," the pope said.

This is a lesson for everyone to learn: that God never rejects the
prayer of those in need of help and that "we all need to abandon
ourselves to the Lord, to invoke his help," and to abandon oneself to
the care of others, he said.

"Do not hide frailties," he said, because there is a "magisterium of
frailty," which is a teaching that "opens up a decisive horizon for the
reform of our own civilization. A reform that is now indispensable for
the benefit of the coexistence of all."

"The marginalization of the elderly — both conceptual and practical
— corrupts all seasons of life, not just that of old age," he said.§

Pope Francis (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Obituaries

COTÉ, EDNA M. — It is with heartfelt sorrow, the family of
Edna Mary Coté, wife of the late William Coté, announce her passing
on Thursday, May 19, 2022, at Shannex, Embassy Hall, Quispamsis.

Born on March 20, 1925, in Cambridge, MA, she was a daugh-
ter of the late Hubert and Mary (DeLorey) Coty.

Edna is survived by her daughter Lorraine Coté-Fecteau (Gary)
of Quispamsis, grandson Aaron & his wife Elizabeth (Corbett), as
well as several nieces, nephews & cousins.

Edna is predeceased by her husband William, and numerous
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles & cousins.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church, Rothesay. Interment to take place at St. Peter’s Cem-
etery, Antigonish, NS at a later date. Arrangements were under the
care of Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home, Quispamsis.

BUCKLEY, JAMES R. — It is with heartfelt sorrow, the family
of James Robert “Jim” Buckley, husband of the late Theresa
(Tracey) Buckley, announce his passing on Wednesday, May 25,
2022 at his home.

Born on March 15, 1923, in Rothesay, he was a son of the late
James and Hilda (Clay) Buckley.

Jim is survived by his sons; Jimmy, Stephen, Kevin, Carl (Kelly),
and Terry, daughters; Genevieve Carpenter (Richard), Cheryl Ann
Gosselin (Eric Sparks), and Lori Campbell (Kim), thirteen grandchil-
dren, four great grandchildren, extended family, and many friends.

Besides his parents and wife, Jim is predeceased by his son
Gerald, sister Edith Leninhan, and granddaughter Suzanne Wisted.

A private Mass of Christian Burial took place at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Church, Rothesay. Arrangements were under the
care of Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home, Quispamsis. In-
terment to in Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cemetery, Rothesay.

COGGER, FRANCIS MICHAEL — It is with much sadness
that the family of Francis Michael Cogger announce his death.
Frank died peacefully at his residence, Shannex Tucker Hall on
January 11, 2022.

Frank was born on February 1,1927, in Norton, N.B., the son
of the late Patrick Cogger and Alice (Mahoney) Cogger.

He is predeceased by his wife of 59 years Olive (Walsh) Cogger;
his brothers, Joseph, Jerome and Larry and sisters Kaye White,
Loretta Goguen and Margaret Casey. Frank is survived by his
loving daughter Nancy Cogger; son in-law Mac Orr (Newmarket,
ON), granddaughter Maggie Cogger-Orr (Auckland, NZ) and his
sisters Pat Byrne (Southfield) and Mary Gallagher (Saint John) as
well as many nieces and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Fallsview Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was be held at Holy
Spirit Parish (St. Rose of Lima Worship Site), Saint John. Inter-
ment in St. Josephs Catholic Cemetery, Saint John.

McGRATH, SANDRA CELESTE — It is with heavy hearts we
announce the passing of  Sandra Celeste (Gallant) McGrath on
Friday, May 27, 2022 at Bobby’s Hospice surrounded by her daugh-
ters. She was born on February 26, 1941 in Saint John, NB to the
late Celestin and Agnes (McElwaine) Gallant.

Celeste is survived by her three daughters, Carolyn McGrath-
Lockyer (Richard); their children, James and Evelyn, Elizabeth
Anne McGrath, and Jennifer Lynne Moore (Peter); and their chil-

dren, Melissa Jane, Andrew, Thomas, and John Simon, sister Dianne
Hanlon, two brother in laws; Robert (Judy) McGrath, and David
McGrath, and many nieces and nephews, and lifelong friends.
In addition to her parents Celeste is predeceased by her husband Paul,
brother-in-law James Hanlon, and sister-in-law Patricia McGrath.

Castle Funeral Home, Saint John were entrusted with the ar-
rangements. A Mass of Christian Burial was hel at Our Lady of
Assumption Church, Saint John. Interment in Holy Cross Cem-
etery, Saint John.

MacFARLANE, JENNIFER A. — It is with heartfelt sorrow, the
family of Jennifer Ann MacFarlane, announce her passing on
Monday, May 30, 2022, at the Saint John Regional Hospital.

Born in Moncton, on May 15, 1981, she was a daughter of
David and Patricia (Hatchette) MacFarlane.

Besides her parents, Jennifer is survived by her cherished daugh-
ter Chloe Lynn MacFarlane, siblings; Dave MacFarlane (Kelly),
Christine Colton (Matt), Diane Smith (Craig), Valerie MacFarlane,
Kevin MacFarlane, Daniel MacFarlane (Haley), as well as several
nieces, nephews, cousins, friends, and extended family. Jennifer
will be missed by all who knew her.

SHe rested at Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home,
Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial took place from St. Mark’s
Church, Quispamsis. Interment in Fernhill Cemetery, Saint John.

DAVIS, JAMES EDWARD — It is with heartfelt sorrow, the
family of James “Jim” Edward Davis, husband of Carol (LeBlanc)
Davis, announce his passing on Thursday, June 2, 2022, at the
Saint John Regional Hospital.

Born on January 8, 1942, in Halifax, NS, he was the son of the
late John and Elizabeth (Woods) Davis.

Besides his wife of 57 years, Jim is survived by his son Paul
Davis (Debbie Rutherford) of Saint John, daughter Lori Davis
(Clayton Robichaud) of Quispamsis, sister Fran Tully of Halifax,
grandchildren; Sean, Cody, and Audrey Davis, daughter in law
Janet Davis, as well as many nieces, nephews, and extended fam-
ily. He will be missed by all who knew him.

Jim was predeceased by his brother Ronald Davis, and son Todd
Davis.

A graveside service is to be held at St. Joseph’s Cemetery at a
later date. Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis
Community Funeral Home, Quispamsis.§
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MIRAMICHI — On June 1, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (back row centre) of the Diocese of Saint John was at St. Michael’s
Basilica, Miramichi to confirm 13 young people. He commented on how exceptionally well written their letters were, speaking
about their experiences in the Alpha formation course, renewed devotion to prayer, and a relationship with Christ that they hope
to carry forward into the future.  In his reflection, the bishop spoke of a societal crisis of conscience in our modern world, and that
the mission of evangelisation is not an option, but rather an urgent necessity. With that in mind, he urged the candidates, and all
of the confirmed, to propose the faith to all those they encounter, utilizing the gifts of the Holy Spirit, strengthened through
Confirmation. The newly confirmed were (in alphabetical order) Carly Akoto, Cale Anthony, Riley Barry, Emily Blakely, Troy
Craig, Curtis Dignam, Erica Doyle, Wesley Glynn, Ryan MacDonald, Tennesen MacDonald, Lana Martin, Samuel McNeil and
Sara Sullivan. (Shawn McCarthy photo)

RED BANK — On June 2, Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC (centre)
of the Diocese of Saint John confirmed Brianne Elizabeth Ward
(left) and Megan Lillian Brophy at St. Thomas Church, Red Bank
(Our Lady of the Rivers Parish). In his reflection, he focused on
the active role each person is called to play in the mission of
the Church, and quoted from St. Pope John Paul II at World
Youth Day in 1989, “To be Christians means to be missionaries,
to be apostles.”  He encouraged the two newly confirmed that
Christ counts on their collaboration in the work of
evangelisation. He assured all present that, “once we experience
that divine love, our lives will be changed, and we will want
others to experience it as well.” (Shawn McCarthy photo)

Families are path to holiness, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Family life is a path toward holiness where
older and younger generations can learn to live with one another peace-
fully, Pope Francis said.

By "being united — young people, the elderly, adults, children -- in our
differences, we evangelize with our example of life," the pope said.

In a video message released by the Pope's Worldwide Prayer Net-
work June 2, the pope offered his prayer intention for the month of
June, which he dedicated to families. At the start of each month, the
network posts a short video of the pope offering his specific prayer
intention.

The pope's prayer intention for June coincides with the World Meet-
ing of Families, which will be held online and in person in Rome June
22-26. The theme chosen by Pope Francis for the event is "Family
love: A vocation and a path to holiness."

In his video message, the pope said that while "there is no such
thing as a perfect family," Christians should not "be afraid of mis-
takes; we have to learn from them so we can move forward."

God, he added, is always present and "remains with us at all times
in the swaying of the boat tossed by the sea."

"When we argue, when we suffer, when we're joyful, the Lord is
there and accompanies us, helps us and corrects us," he said. "Family
love is a personal path of holiness for each one of us. This is why I
chose it as the theme for this month's World Meeting of Families."

Concluding his prayer intention, Pope Francis prayed for Christian families
around the world so that "each and every family embody and experience
unconditional love and advance in holiness in their daily lives."§


